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Directions: as you watch the film, write a few sentences answering the following questions. I have 
identified particular scenes that I would like you to examine for each question. We will discuss these 
questions in class, so print and bring them. 
Look Up the following terms in a dictionary or on   Britannica Online  :
·         Brahmin
·         Coolie 
 

1)  The father’s migration to Canada causes conflict within the family. For the following questions, 
review early scenes when the father and son are in conversation: 1) when they are in the kitchen and 
2) when the son is fixing the bike.

·         Why does the father migrate to Canada? 
·         How do the son and mother perceive this migration?
·         Why does the father not maintain contact with his family?
·         What challenges does he face in the North American diaspora?
 

2)  Since Columbus landed on Trinidad and Tobago in 1493, the two islands have been colonized by 
various European powers: the Spanish, French, and English.  Through colonization, groups of 
various origins including Africans, Indians, and Chinese were imported into the islands as slaves and 
laborers.
 
Review the scene with the family at Christmas to answer this question: How is the diversity of 
Trinidadian culture reflected in this scene? In what ways do they celebrate Christmas? How is this 
different than what you might expect? The music they are listening too is called   Parang  .

 
3)  Doubles (the small flour and lentil sandwich with chick pea filling) is a significant metaphor 
throughout the film. Consider the scenes towards the end: 1) with the family in the kitchen cooking 
together and 2) with the family in the hospital. What do the doubles represent in these scenes?  What 
are the multiple ways in which the doubles are significant to the family?
 

 
Reflection Questions for Richmond Hill Field Trip

Directions: For each questions, write a well-developed paragraph giving detailed examples from the field 
trip, film and/or article. Refer to particular examples in your answers.
 
1.  Describe your reaction to the field trip.
 
2.  Describe your experience at the Roti Shop in particular.
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3.   Choose one of the spaces (library, Liberty Ave, and the roti shop) we visited and discuss how it 
provides a sense of community and diasporic identity for Trinidadian and Guyanese migrants from the 
Caribbean? How does this space foster certain elements of Indo-Caribbean identity (political, civic, 
ethnic/cultural, and/or religious)?
 
4.  What are the benefits of being associated with an immigrant community like Richmond Hill?
 
5.  What might be some of the negative outcomes of immigrant communities like Richmond Hill? 
For instance, in The Swinging Bridge Mona chooses to live in Montreal, rather than Toronto where a large
number of Caribbean immigrants reside. She seems to reject the type of community that we visited in 
Richmond Hill. What shapes this decision? How does she negotiate her identity as an Indian Caribbean 
woman living in Canada who maintains ties to Trinidad?
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